
Conflict Resolution 

 

1. Follow Biblical Guidelines :: Matt 18:15-20 

a. Titus 3:10-11 – you might just need to drop it 

2. Be Humble :: Phil 2:1-11 

a. Christ is discussing private offenses and not public sins. 

3. Settle things before going to God :: Matt 5:23-26 

4. Be a peacemaker :: Matt 5:7-9 

5. Act as a child of God :: Matt 5:43-48 

6. Speak Truthfully :: Eph 4:25 
7. Be encouraging stupid :: Heb 3:13 
8. Be open to being wrong :: Prov 10:17 

a. The fact that Christ is discussing real sin, an actual violation of God’s 

law is important for two reasons. 1.) It means that Christians should 

not take offense over personality differences, cultural differences, 

socioeconomic differences and so on. ask for scriptural proof 

9. Listen carefully :: James 1:19-20 

10. Forgive :: Col 3:13 

a. 1 John 4:20-21 – love them regardless 

11. Ultimate Goal – Reconciliation 

a. What does reconciliation look like? – Apology is a copout. 

b. Admit guilt and ask for forgiveness 

c. Respond with yes I forgive you – which means what? Never bring 

the matter up against that person again nor harbor bitterness. 

12. What does this look like personally? What about in a ministry/leadership 

position? 

a. Judge those in the church 1 Corinthians 5:12 

13. What happens if they won’t  

 

Before we examine the text, let us first note the context. These verses which deal 

with a sinning brother are given within a section of teaching that deals with 

concern for the little ones of the kingdom, saving lost sheep, forgiving our 

brethren and so on. All of chapter 18 was spoken at one time in one discourse 

by Jesus Christ. Christ’s Galilean ministry was coming to a close. This was Jesus’ 

final visit to Capernaum. This whole discourse arose out of the disciples’ faulty 

concept of the kingdom and the disciples’ egotistical concern of who out of 

themselves would be the greatest or most exalted one in Christ’s coming 

kingdom, which in their minds at this time, was a kingdom of earthly glory and 

power.  

 

Jesus focuses their attention away from themselves and personal glory, to 

humility, to a concern for the little ones of the kingdom, to a hatred of sin, and to 

reconciliation and forgiveness. Greatness in Christ’s kingdom is not anything like 

greatness according to the world. It is not to be a great lord, pope or bishop, 



ruling over the flock like a dictator or mighty general, but it is to be as a little 

child who sits upon our savior’s lap in humble trust, dependence and love for 

Him.  

 

The rest of chapter 18 follows this theme of true greatness through humility and 

concern for God’s people: God’s little ones. There is a need to guard and 

protect the little ones and ourselves from stumbling (verses 6-9). There is the 

need to rescue the little ones who stumble, to consider them precious and to 

seek them out when they stray (verses 10-14). There is a need to confront the 

sinning brother in a humble, loving manner. And not to give up, but follow every 

step necessary to win him to repentance (verses 15-20). And in response to 

Peter’s question, Christ discusses the need to forgive the repentant brother 

(verses 22-35). Our text logically follows the passage regarding rescuing the 

straying brother as well as logically precedes the section on forgiving our 

brother.  
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